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Notebooks by Edison and Other Experimenters 
Group 9: Phonograph Record Composition Books 


These five notebooks cover the period January 1909-October 1912. Most 
of the entries are by Ademor N. Petit. Several pages of loose notes by Edison 
have been inserted into four of the books. The books contain notes and 
drawings regarding efforts to produce an improved compound for phonograph 
records. Included are lists of numerous compounds, most of them utilizing 
shellac, which were tested by Petit for properties such as hardness, durability, 
ability to be cut by a recording stylus, and consistency under differing 
temperature and humidity conditions. The loose pages by Edison consist of 
directions and suggestions for Petit, along with comments on the ongoing 
Status of the project. The inscriptions on some of those pages indicate that 
Petit sent frequent reports to Edison during the inventor's stay at his winter 


home in Fort Myers, Florida. 


All five books have been selected. 


Selected Books 


Book # 
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N-Number 


09-01-04 


10-08-22 


11-06-01 
10-09-29 
12-06-19 


Inscription on Flyleaf 


“Small Record Experiments upon paper 
foundation cylinder Records From Jan. 4th 
1909 to Aug 22nd 1910" 

“Small Record Experiments upon paper 
foundation cylinder Records From Aug 22nd 
1910" 

“Hard Record Blank Experiments" 

"Hard Record Blank Experiments" 
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Notebooks by Edison and Other Experimenters 
Group 10: Nickel-Cobalt Ore Assay Notebooks 


These twelve undated notebooks were probably used during the period 
1905-1907. The books primarily contain the results of assays made by 
unidentified employees to determine the presence of nickel and cobalt in ore 
samples. Within each book the entries are consecutively numbered, generally 
beginning with number one. N-06-00-00.1 begins with number 1254 and is a 
continuation of N-05-11-09. In addition to the assays, there are a few 
experimental notes by Edison regarding the processing of these ores, along 
with a few entries noting the locations of mines. Also included are requests for 
samples, notes about samples received at the laboratory, and notes about the 
availability of ores. In several of the books the initial entries in the assay log are 
by Edison, while subsequent entries are by other experimenters. In such books 
only the Edison material has been selected, although the unselected pages do 
contain occasional notations by Edison regarding the assay process or results. 


Six of the twelve books have been selected completely or partially. 
Partially selected books are indicated by a bracketed number noting the 
approximate percent of pages selected. 

N-Number Label on Front Cover 


Selected Books 


04-00-00.1 "Casterline RDC" [less than 5%] 
05-00-00.7 "Laboratory Numbers" [less than 5%] 
05-07-00 "Morris. J M" [less than 5%] 

05-11-09 "Co Samples" 

06-00-00.1 "Cobalt Samples" [approximately 30%] 
06-00-00.3 "Roasted Speiss in H2S04 C.M.C." 
Books Not Selected 

04-00-00.2 "LW" 

05-00-00.3 “Ore testing for presence of Cobalt A. E. Howe Burns" 
05-00-00.6 "J. E. Reinhardt J. E.R" 
05-00-00.8 "H. C. Lewis" 

06-00-00.2 "G. A. Longnecken G. A. L" 


06-02-00 "R W Walker RWW" 
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Notebook, N-05-07-00 
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Notebook, N-05-11-09 
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A Note on the Sources 


The pages which have been 
filmed are the best copies 
available. Every technical 
effort possible has been 
made to ensure legibility. 
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